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Exhibit A Guide Words

III. Contrast Words

FLASHING YELLOW
“Get ready to turn”

Examples:
•however
•but •yet

•on the other hand
•whereas

•conversely

II. Illustration Words

FLASHING GREEN
“Slow down and be 

watchful”

Examples:
•first, second, third
•for example •for 
instance •in fact
•case in point

IV. Conclusion Words

RED LIGHT
“You’re about to arrive”

Examples:
•in conclusion
•finally •clearly

•hence •so •thus
•therefore
•as a result

I. Continuation Words

GREEN LIGHT
“Keep going in the same 

direction”

Examples:
•moreover •furthermore

•on the one hand
•undoubtedly
•coincidentally
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Exhibit B Passage Structure and Viewpoint

A single viewpoint is 
presented with which 
the author does not 
agree.

Structure: [≠ A]

Example: “Green is not 
the most versatile color. 
There are several rea-
sons for this.”

A single viewpoint is 
presented with which 
the author agrees.

Structure: [= A]

Example: “Heredity is 
the most important fac-
tor in personality devel-
opment. Let’s explore 
this topic.”

One Viewpoint

Competing viewpoints:

One of two viewpoints 
is deemed to be the 
clear winner, the other 
inferior.

Structure: [A > B or 
B > A]

Example: “Our environ-
ment is a more impor-
tant factor in personal-
ity development than is 
heredity.”

Complementary view-
points:

One viewpoint builds 
on another viewpoint.

Structure: [A g B]

Example: “The inven-
tion of the automobile 
paved the way for the 
invention of the air-
plane.”

Non-competing view-
points:

Two viewpoints are 
presented without com-
parison or conflict.

Structure: [A, B]

Example: “Gold is a 
precious metal and 
diamonds are precious 
gems.”

Two Viewpoints

234  The Little Blue Reasoning Book

Salad

Set Meal

 
1
2

 
1
2

Soup

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

Pasta

 
1
3

Cake

Pie

 
1
2

 
1
2

Chicken

 
1
3

Fish

 
1
3

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

 
1

24

Coffee (½)

Tea (½)

Coffee (½)

Tea (½)

Coffee (½)

Tea (½)

Coffee (½)

Tea (½)

Coffee (½)

Tea (½)

Coffee (½)

Tea (½)

Coffee (½)

Tea (½)

Coffee (½)

Tea (½)

Coffee (½)

Tea (½)

Coffee (½)

Tea (½)

Coffee (½)

Tea (½)

Coffee (½)

Tea (½)

Cake

Pie

 
1
2

 
1
2

Cake

Pie

 
1
2

 
1
2

Cake

Pie

 
1
2

 
1
2

Cake

Pie

 
1
2

 
1
2

Cake

Pie

 
1
2

 
1
2

Pasta

 
1
3

Chicken

 
1
3

Fish

 
1
3

68  The Little Blue Reasoning Book

Matrixes

a Tip #12: A matrix is a useful tool to summarize data 
that can be contrasted across two variables and 
sorted into four distinct outcomes.

Understanding Matrixes

The most common matrixes appear as two-column, two-row 
tables. A matrix is used to present data, where two items are being 
contrasted with two other items and there are four possibilities 
or outcomes. The matrix below is based on a famous time 
management principle highlighting the need to concentrate on 
“important but not urgent” tasks.

Exhibit 3.1 Time Management Matrix

Important Tasks Unimportant Tasks

Important and Urgent Tasks Unimportant but Urgent Tasks

Urgent  
Tasks

•	Example: A major project 
is due in three days!

•	Results in crisis manage­
ment

•	Time management 
problems are not found 
here.

•	Example: The phone rings 
and you need to pick it up 
(this is an unimportant but 
urgent task; it is not related 
 to the project at hand).

•	Good time management 
means putting limits here.

Important but not Urgent 
Tasks

Unimportant and Not Urgent 
Tasks

Not 
Urgent 

Tasks

•	Example: A major project 
is assigned but is not due 
for three months.

•	Never get around to it
•	Not enough time devoted 
here

•	Divides effective and 
ineffective individuals

•	Time management 
problems found here.

•	Example: You attend a 
community service event by 
day (unrelated to the project 
at hand); later that night you 
watch TV.

•	Busywork; tension­relieving 
work; wasted time

•	Low­priority items
•	Good time management 
means putting limits here.
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Hypothesis Testing

a Tip #18: For the purposes of hypothesis testing, the 
minimum requirement for causal inference is 
evaluation using a “two­way” table.

It is not uncommon to try to evaluate claims that have yet to 
be proven. This is the basis of hypothesis testing. Although 
hypothesis testing is usually associated with hard-core research, 
it also has wide-ranging applications and can be used to try to 
determine answers to the following everyday questions: Do 
vegetarians live longer? Does TV viewing lead to violence? Does 
a new miracle headache drug work better than aspirin? Do 
stockbrokers make better stock market investment decisions 
than regular business people? Do I have cancer?

Invariably, we end up asking whether one thing leads to another, 
and this brings cause and effect into play. The minimum 
requirement for causal inference is evaluation using a “two-
way” table. This “two-way” table is a de facto matrix, used to 
contrast information according to two variables, and for which 
information can be divided into four categories.

Consider whether a greater than average job skill level leads to a 
greater than average annual income level.

Job Skill Level

Higher Lower

Annual 
Salary

Higher 30 20 50

Lower 20 30 50

50 50 100
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Exhibit 5.4 (Cont’d)

Statement III — Some As are Bs — could refer to any of diagrams 
(3a), (3b), or (3c).

BA

(3b)

A and B overlap
but only partly so.

A

B

(3a)

B is completely 
inside A.

B

A

(3c)

A and B overlap. 
Most of B is inside 
A, but most of A is 

not inside B.

Statement IV — Most As are Bs — could refer to either diagram 
(4a) or (4b).

BA

(4a)

A and B overlap. Most of 
A is inside B and most of 

B is inside A.

(4b)

A and B overlap. Most of 
A is inside B, but most of 

B is not inside A.

A

B
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Statements of Logical Equivalency

Exhibit 5.5 Logical Equivalency Statements

Mutual 
inclusivity

Mutual 
exclusivity

Reciprocality 
or overlap

“All”-type 
statements

• All cats are 
mammals.

• Cats are 
mammals.

• Every cat is a 
mammal.

• Anything that 
is a cat is a 
mammal.

• All non­
mammals are 
non­cats.

• All cats are 
not birds.

• All birds are 
not whales.

n/a

“Only”-type 
statements

• Only mam­
mals are cats.

• A thing is a 
cat only if it 
is a mammal.

• Only things 
that are not 
birds are cats.

• Only things 
that are not 
cats are birds.

n/a

“No”-type 
statements

• No cat is not 
a mammal.

• Nothing is a 
cat unless it 
is a mammal.

• No cats are 
birds.

• No birds are 
cats.

• Nothing that 
is a cat is a 
bird.

• Nothing that 
is a bird is a 
cat.

n/a

Chapter 2

Creative Thinking Our task, 
regarding creativity, 

is to help children climb their own 
mountains, as high as possible. 
No one can do more than that.

— Loris Malaguzzi
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Problem 4 Nine Dots

Draw no more than four straight lines (without lifting the pencil 
or pen from the paper) in order to cross through all nine dots.

• • •
• • •
• • •

Problem 5 Two Water Buckets

A circus owner sends one of his clowns to bring water back from 
a nearby river. The owner wants to mix the water with a special 
health concentrate to give to the elephants, and needs exactly 
seven gallons of water. He gives the clown a five-gallon bucket 
and a three-gallon bucket and tells him to bring back exactly 
seven gallons of water. How can the clown measure out exactly 
seven gallons of water using nothing but these two buckets and 
not guessing at the amount?

Five-Gallon 
Bucket

Three-Gallon 
Bucket
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Exhibit 2.2 “Happiness” Mind Map by Paul Foreman
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Problem 5 Two Water Bucket Problem

3. Dump water from 
the 3-gallon bucket

1. Fill the 5-gallon bucket 2. Pour 5-gallon bucket 
into 3-gallon bucket

4. Pour the 2-gallons 
contained in the 
5-gallon bucket into 
the 3-gallon bucket

5. Refill the 5-gallon 
bucket (5 gallons + 
 2 gallons = 7 gallons)

Here’s a second solution: Empty both buckets. Fill the 3-gallon bucket and pour the water 
into the 5-gallon bucket. Again fill the 3-gallon bucket and pour water into the 5-gallon 
bucket until it is full. One gallon will be left in the 3-gallon bucket. Empty the 5-gallon 
bucket. Pour the 1 gallon of water from the 3-gallon bucket into the 5-gallon bucket. Fill 
the 3-gallon bucket and pour it into the 5-gallon bucket. There are now 4 gallons of water 
in the 5-gallon bucket. Fill the 3-gallon bucket. The clown now has 7 gallons of water.




