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50 Powerful Principles for Clear and Effective Thinking
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For Reasoning Aficionados from All Walks of Life!

€crTthe mind is a parachute that has to be opened to be of any use” This guidebook
addresses one of the most critical yet seldom taught skills. Reasoning skills
help us make sense of the world, including how to better make decisions, tackle
opportunities, evaluate claims, and solve problems.
Interwoven within the book’s five sections — Perception & Mindset, Decision Making,
Creative Thinking, Analyzing Arguments, and Mastering Logic—you'll discover 50
reasoning tips that summarize the common themes behind classic reasoning prob-
lems and situations. Appendixes contain summaries of fallacious reasoning, analogies,
trade-offs, and a review of critical reading. A wealth of examples, charts, and insightful
problems makes The Little Blue Reasoning Book an invaluable guide for any individual
wanting to further sharpen his or her thinking skills.

Enjoy the benefits of your own self-paced reasoning course:

« Gain insights into the four classic mindsets and how each influences one’s outlook.
« Make better decisions by framing problems with quantitative tools.

« Employ creative thinking to bypass “roadblocks” and unlock novel solutions.

« Evaluate claims by challenging the strength of key assumptions.

« Use logic to break down arguments in a clear, easy-to-understand manner.

« Review the 10 classic trade-offs to speed recognition of core issues.

« Read with added clarity, whether your goal involves pleasure or profit.

“A wonderful work that shows how ing is challenging, yet ing, reward-
ing and fun. Because reasoning involves people, it is an art as well as a science. And
to remind ourselves just why it’s not always easy to mix the two, we owe a cheerful
50 Power fll l salute to Nobel prize-winning physicist Murray Gell-Mann who observed: “Think
how hard physics would be if particles could think”—Dr. William A. McEachern,
Princ ipl es for author, award-winning teacher, and founding editor of The Teaching Economist
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FOR REASONING AFICIONADOS FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE!

“The mind is a parachute that has to be opened to be of any use.” This guidebook addresses one of the most critical yet
seldom taught skills. Reasoning skills help us make sense of the world, including how to better make decisions, tackle
opportunities, evaluate claims, and solve problems. Interwoven within the book’s five sections— Perception & Mindset,
Creative Thinking, Decision Making, Analyzing Arguments, and Mastering Logic—readers will discover 50 reasoning
tips that summarize the common themes behind classic reasoning problems and situations. Appendixes contain summaries
of fallacious reasoning, analogies, trade-offs, and a review of critical reading. A wealth of examples, charts, and insightful
problems make 7he Little Blue Reasoning Book an invaluable guide for any student wanting to further sharpen his or her
thinking skills.
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presented by the Book Publishers Association of Alberta. He continues to write and publish in the belief that there will
always be a place for books that inspire, enlighten, and enrich.
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Understanding Matrixes

The most common matrixes appear 35 two-column, two-row
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contrasted with two other items and there are four possibiliies
or otcomes. The matrix below is based on a famous time
management principle highlighting the need to concentrate on
important but not urgent” tasks.
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Chapter3:  Decision Making
Overiew
Pros-and-Cons Analysis
Matries
Decision-Event Trees
Probability Trees
Weighted Ranking
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Sunk Costs
Hypothesis Testing
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Chapter 4 Anlyzing Arguments
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Evaluating Arguments
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Putting It All Together
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Problem 4 Nine Dots

Draw o more than four straight lines (without lifting the pencil
or pen from the paper) in order to cross through all nine dots.

Problems  Two Water Buckets

Acircus owner sends ane of his clowns o bring water back from
a nearby river. The owner wants to mix the water with a special
health concentrate to give 10 the clephants, and need:
seven gallons of water. He gives the clown 4 five-gallon bucket
“nd a shree gallon bucket and tels b (o bring back exacly
seven gallons of water, How can the clown measure out exactly
seven gallons of water using nothing but these two buckets and
ot guessing at the amount?
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Mastering Logic
Overview

IF.. Then” Statements

No-Some Most A" Statements
Mutual tnclusivity and Exclusively
Statemens of Logical Equivalency

Testing Logic based Reasoning

Appendi 1 - Sumimary of Reasoning Tips 1 10 50
Appendix 11 - Fallacious Reasoning

Appendix I - Avoiding improper Inferences
Appendix IV - Anslogics

Appendix V - The 10 Classic Trade ofs

Appendix Vi - Critial Reading and Comprehension
Appendix VII - Tips for Taking Reading Tests
Answers and Explanations to Problems and Exercises
Anses tothe Quiz
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Exhibit 2.2 “Happiness" Mind Map by Paul Foreman

Statements of Logical Equivalency
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Problem S Two Water Bucket Problem

1. Fill the S-gallon bucket 2. Pour S-gallon bucket
into 3gallon bucket

3

4. Pour the 2-gallons

3. Dump vatr from
the 3-gallon bucket

the 3-galon bucket

5. Refil the S-gallon
bucket (5 gallons + 3
2gallons -7 gallons)
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